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Barnet Road, EVANSTON SA 5118 

“respect, generosity and  excellence for self, everyone and the environment” 

DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION BUS REVIEW 

During Term 4 2018, the Transport Services Unit as a part of the Department for 

Education undertook a review in relation to Gawler and District College’s bus 

routes. The review took place to ensure services continue to operate efficiently 

and effectively in accordance with the School Transport Policy.  As a result of the 

review, some routes are proposed to be withdrawn, they are; 

 Dawkins road/Gawler River/Angle Vale (bus 20) 

 Angle Vale/Gawler River (bus 22) 
 

NOTE - Eligible students currently allocated to these buses will be reallocated to one of the 

remaining reviewed routes. 
 

Close off date for review feedback 4pm Wednesday 13 March 

All feedback will be collated and reviewed by the Department for Education Transport 

Services and families will be advised of the review outcome.  The proposed start date for the 

new services is the commencement of Term 2, Monday 29 April. 

All feedback from parents/caregivers is to be provided in written format via return form to 

Student Services or via email to brenton.lay624@schools.sa.edu.au. 

If your child travels on one of our school buses and you have not yet received a letter please 

contact Brenton Lay on 8521 2400, option 4 or email brenton.lay624@schools.sa.edu.au. 

Mark Hodgson, Acting Deputy Principal 

DIARY DATES 

TERM 1 

Monday 11 March 

Public Holiday  

“Adelaide Cup Day”  

Wednesday 13 March  

Bus Review Feedback Due 

Friday 15 March 

National Day of Action 

Against Bullying & Violence 

Monday 18 March 

Year 7 Excursion  

“Aquatics” 

Monday 18 March  

Governing Council AGM 

Tuesday 19 March  

Carly Ryan Foundation 

Seminar (Internet Safety) 

Thursday 21 March  

Harmony Day  

Friday 22 March  

Year 7 Incursion 

“Aero Space”  

Wednesday 27 March 

Year 11 Excursion 

“Festival Theatre” 

Tuesday 2 April  

Immunisation Day 

1st Visit—Year 8’s only  

Year 11 Excursion  

“RAA Street Smart” 

Friday 12 April  

Last day of Term 1 

Early dismissal 2.15pm 

TERM 2 

Monday 29 April  

First day of Term 2 

Tuesday 7 May 

Class Photo Day R—6 

Thursday 9 May  

Class Photo Day 7—12 

Friday 10 May  

Class Photo Catch Up Day 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

We have made a great start to the year and we need to keep that momentum going! At 

the time of writing we have almost finished the development of our baseball field. I would 

like to thank everyone who has had a part to play in its completion, and I know that our 

baseball students appreciate the time and energy staff has spent producing a first class 

playing area. 

I would ask that families remind their sons and daughters about the correct use of mobile 

phones. At GDC we believe that students learn best when they are focused on their 

learning. Mobile phones are a distraction in class and students need to keep them safely in 

their bags until recess and lunch. In the next week or two I will be visiting classes to remind 

students that it is important to do the best they can and that mobile phones often disrupt 

their learning and the learning of others, so they need to be stored safely during lessons. 

Last year’s results were a significant improvement on previous years and we believe that 

our focus on improving reading across the college played a significant part in our students’ 

academic success. This year we will continue to focus on reading to improve student 

learning and we ask that you encourage students to read at home as well as at school.  

On a final note, our Annual General Meeting will take place on 18 March at 7.00pm in the 

Phoenix Centre (Drama) and I encourage parents to attend that meeting. Parental 

involvement in school matters has a significant impact on student success and wellbeing so  

I hope to see you at our AGM. 

Paul Hudson, Acting Principal  

mailto:Brenton.lay624@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:Brenton.lay624@schools.sa.edu.au


JUNIOR SCHOOL 

We have had a busy 6 weeks of school with teachers and students 

settling into their teaching and learning routines.  

Our focus on Reading continues and our results show that our students 

are working hard to improve their learning every day. This term all staff 

have been involved in professional learning on developing a synthetic 

approach to explicitly teaching phonics. We are all very committed to 

embedding a whole school approach as part of our literacy 

programme to increase student achievement in reading. 

National Day of Action Against Bullying  

On Tuesday 12 March, Week 7 all Junior School students will attend a 

Fringe Performance called, ‘Wish’. This performance is based on How to 

Fill a Bucket and a genie starting school. ‘How to Fill a Bucket’ is a 

valuable lesson about giving, sharing, and caring. We all need reminders 

of the benefits of positive thinking and positive behaviour. It’s an 

important lesson to teach and remind us all . . . that showing kindness 

and appreciation of others goes a long way to making this world a 

happier place for everyone, including ourselves. When we choose to be 

kind, we not only fill the buckets of those around us, but also fill our OWN 

bucket! Conversely, when we choose to say or do mean things, we are 

dipping into buckets. All day long, we are either filling up or dipping into 

each other's buckets by what we say and what we do. When you're a 

bucket filler, you make the world a better place to be!  

During this week teachers will continue to embed the ideas of what is to 

be rude, to be mean, to harass others and to be bully, with their students.  

The week will end with students ‘taking a stand’ by writing anti-bullying 

messages on paper foot cut outs. These will become a Junior School art 

display, as we all take a stand against bullying, 

Harmony day  

Thursday 21 March, Week 8 is Harmony Day - a special day when we 

acknowledge and celebrate the diversity of our community and school. This 

year’s theme is ‘Everyone Belongs’ and on Harmony Day the students will be 

participating in activities that explore this theme.  Students are also 

encouraged to wear something orange – the symbol of Harmony - on the 

day. 

Julie Stockdale, Head Junior School  

GIVE THE GIFT OF READING 

Scholastic Book Club  Issue 2 is out now! 

 Orders are due Wednesday 20 March. 

If you would like a book order to be a 

birthday surprise, parents can either use 

the Gift Function when making a LOOP 

order online, or write gift on the paper 

order. The order will be tagged as a gift 

and parents can collect                 

it  from the library.  
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 NEW 
R-6 Fleecy Jumper  

$45.00 

Sizes 2 to 16 



MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Year 8 camp took place during week 3 with Ms. Deoliviera, Ms. Langhorn, Mr. Gill and Ms. Rankin escorting 38 students from 

8A, B, C and D down to Aldinga on Monday morning  and on Wednesday 48 students from 8E, F, G and H had their turn 

escorted by Mr. Burke, Mrs. Burke and Ms. Kerin.  Josh Sanders and Mrs. Tetlow also spent time at the camp, getting to know 

the students.   

During the camp students participated in team challenges and getting to know you activities with instructors from Active 

Education.  Students were challenged to build shelters together with limited resources, guide each other blindfolded 

through obstacles to retrieve a puzzle pieces and worked together in relay races.  

At night, students had free time and engaged in activities such as swimming in the pool, jumping on the bouncing pillow, 

playing cards and board games and each group participated in a quiz night where they answered questions about music 

and movies and were tested about GDC staff and their knowledge of the Gawler area.  

Unfortunately, due to the weather, group one missed out on the surfing activities but engaged in other land and pool based 

survival techniques and activities back the caravan park.  Group 2 were lucky enough to enjoy a full day in the surf – 

learning to boogie board and surf in the sea.  Each night the groups were well fed by the catering team with chicken 

schnitzel and chips one night and lasagna the other.  

Overall it was a positive experience and provided a great opportunity for students to make new friendships and develop 

positive relationships with GDC staff members. 

Kate Tetlow, Year 8 Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

TEAM WORK! 

YEAR 8 ALDINGA CAMP  

Gawler & District College B-12              Term 1, Week 6 2019            Page 3 



MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Year 7/8 Meet & Greet Night 

The final part to our transition process was the Year 7 and 8 meet and greet barbeque which has held on Wednesday 20 

February in the Arts Court Yard. Parents and families met home care and subject teachers and were able to discuss their 

students start to the year. Our Acting Principal Mr. Paul Hudson, welcomed new and existing families to the school and 

spoke of the high SACE results GDC achieved in 2018. He also mentioned that a strong relationship between families and 

the school allows open and honest communication which will assist in the success of students at secondary school. Other 

leadership staff including Ms. Liz Rankin, Head of Middle School, and Mr. Mark Hodgson, Acting Deputy Principal, were also 

present and answered questions from families. A big thank you to the Tech staff for cooking the barbeque and staff, 

students and families for attending. Overall, the night was a success and allowed families to discuss their child’s learning 

progress ensuring a positive start to high school life.  

Kate Tetlow, Year 8 Coordinator  

 Year 9 Japanese 

Our Year 9 students engaged in an “In Flip” model of Flipped Learning (Jon Bergmann: “Flipped 

Learning Simplified” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hwu3xqbMKw). One benefit of 

“Flipped Learning” is the “Development of active, independent, self-directed learners in a social 

learning environment”. Students interact with each other while accessing information and 

developing literacy skills. Examples include: 

1] quizlet.live. A whole class game that relies on students 

working together as a team while developing 

reading skills, knowledge and understanding. 

2] Matching cards. Students work together to 

organise the cards and then support each other to 

develop reading skills and knowledge. 

3] Audio Files. Students work together to gain 

information from audio files that have been 

embedded into a Power Point. During the process, 

students stop, rewind and move forward to build 

knowledge and understanding. This is a 

process that successful learners use in all 

subjects. Audio Files also give students the 

opportunity to hear authentic Japanese 

voices.  

4] Board Game. Students develop their 

listening and speaking skills while interacting 

with each other.  

Colleen Braham, Japanese Teacher  

SCIENCE NEWS! 

Ms. Deoliveira’s Year 8 

Science class, working 

scientifically to dissolve sugar 

and also observing the 

thermal energy from making 

home-made Hand Warmers. 

A MESSAGE FORM FINANCE  

A big thank you to families who have paid their fees, have applied for School Card or are using the Centrepay/PayWay 

facilities.   
 

Reminder that 2019 Materials & Services Fees are due to be paid by 13 April 2019 
 

Please see our website for details on how to pay online https://www.gdc.sa.edu.au/our-college/fees-payments/  

Alternatively, payments can be made by:  

 Cash/card/cheque at the school 

 Centrepay/PayWay 

If you believe you are entitled to School Card: 

 School Card forms must be completed each year and submitted at the school or applications can now be made online: 

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme 

 You must complete a separate form for each school your children are attending. 
 

Forms and details are available in both Junior and Senior reception areas or online using the above link.    
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 Pupil Free Day  

Term 2, Week 6, Friday 7 June  

Public Holiday  

Term 2, Week 7, Monday 10 June 

Pupil Free Day  

Term 3, Week 6, Friday 30 August  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hwu3xqbMKw
https://www.gdc.sa.edu.au/our-college/fees-payments/
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme


TERM 1, WEEK 3 

15 FEBRUARY 2019 
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SENIOR SCHOOL 

As the year continues our senior school are increasingly busy with various year level initiatives. In recent weeks our senior 

school students have been involved in activities such as Youth Opportunities, team building exercises and presentations 

from our valuable guest speakers.  

During the upcoming weeks another year of Teacher Vs  Year 12 student sport commences (just for the record the 

teachers won last year). 

A reminder for our senior students that if they are feeling stressed with increasing workload there is a lot of support 

available. Please see your Year Level Manager or Counsellor in the first instance.  

Sarah Hallworth, Year 12 Coordinator  

VET in Focus 

GDC B-12 currently offers onsite Cert 2 Kitchen Operations, Cert 1 Engineering, Cert 1 Construction, Cert 3 (Partial) 

construction, Cert 2 Horticulture, Cert 2 Agriculture and Cert 3 Music Industry. GDC B-12 is also aligned to the NASSSA 

partnership allowing students to access a further 50 courses in the Northern region. GDC students are studying courses in 

Animal Studies, Automotive, Community Services, Construction, Early Childhood Education, Game Design, Health & 

Beauty, IT and Kitchen Operations.  A full list of courses can be viewed at http://nasssa.com.au/students/vet 

If you are interested in these or any additional courses please speak with Mr. Jason Keep or make contact via 

jason.keep222@schools.sa.edu.au. 

SAASTA 2019 

Gawler SAASTA Academy currently has 22 aboriginal students from GDC, Nuriootpa HS, 

Kapunda HS, Balaklava HS and Kaurna Plains School studying Stage 1 Aboriginal Studies 

and Cert 3 in Sport and Recreation. The group meets each Friday at GDC B-12 in the 

Nunga room. The day includes class work, preparation for the Power Cup in June, 

workshops and healthy eating activities. 

Most recently the students have worked on a task titled ‘Strong Identities’ this involved 

discussing, researching and looking at their own identity. As part of the task the group was 

fortunate to receive a visit from previous SAASTA student and artist Ben Williams. Ben 

shared his passion for art and the personal stories/meanings within his artwork. He was also 

able to help students in creating their own identity piece. 

The class will select one of the student’s pieces of work to be transformed into the teams 

Guernsey to wear at the Power cup in June. 

Jason Keep, VET Coordinator 

 

 

Year 12 Formal 

When: Friday 10 May 6.30pm to 10.00pm 

Where: Adelaide Convention Centre, North Terrace, Adelaide 

$50.00 deposit due 29 March  

Payments can be made by students before school and during recess only. 

Payments by parents can be made anytime, including over the phone by credit card. 

Year 12 Ski Trip 

When: Thursday 8 to Monday 12 August 

Where: Mt Hotham Alpine Resort 

$150 non-refundable deposit now due, full amount due by 5 July 2019  

Year  11 RAA Street Smart Excursion 

When:  Tuesday 2 April  

Where: Adelaide Entertainment Centre  

This is a free excursion, completed consent forms now due  

  SENIOR SCHOOL REMINDERS  

Congratulations to Brooklyn B (Year 11) who is now SA’s top female junior tenpin bowler.  

This major event in South Australia ”The State Championships” saw Brooklyn take out the title ”Girls Junior Open Masters 

Champion 2019” Qualifying in the top 2 by 2 pins then to take the win by 58 pins over a 2 game total pin fall match, 

bowling a 246 & 188.  Brooklyn heads off to Churnside Park in Melbourne, Victoria next month to represent SA in the 

National Championships. What an outstanding achievement!  

CONGRATULATIONS  

BROOKLYN! 

http://nasssa.com.au/students/vet
mailto:Jason.keep222@schools.sa.edu.au
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A MESSAGE FROM PE 

School Sport Swimming Championships 

Tuesday 26 February we were very fortunate to have two Year 8 students 

and one Year 9 student representing our school at the School Sport 

Swimming Championships. They were very fortunate to meet members of the 

Australian Swimming Team before the events started.  Well done team GDC! 

Kate Tetlow, Year 8 Coordinator 

Open Boys Knockout Cricket 2019 

For the first time since the Darren Lehmann inspired 1980’s Gawler & District 

College has advanced to the semi-finals of the Statewide Senior Boys 

Knockout Cricket.  Gawler defeated Pedare Christian College in round one 

by 100 runs on the back of an impressive 51 from Samuel H and Xander B’s 36 not out and 4 wickets for 4 runs.  Round two 

saw us account for Golden Grove: Samuel H was in good form again with 42 and Luke H was unplayable finishing with the 

astonishing figures of 7 overs, 3 maidens, 7 for 10.   All other team members have made significant contributions with bat, 

ball or in the field.   Well done so far lads and good luck in the semi-finals. 

Peter Cameron, PE Teacher  

A MESSAGE FROM HASS 

What’s happening in the Humanities? 

8B and 8C have discussed and learnt about why History is important and why 

everyone should study History. Then they talked about what students could do in 

university if they were interested in History. Students have learnt about timelines, 

looked at some important timelines and then made a timeline about themselves. 

Recently students have started learning about the Vikings and their contributions to 

the Modern World. To demonstrate their learning students are creating a poster on 

about Vikings.  

8D started their introduction to the ancient world by learning about the Tollund 

Man. The Tollund Man is the naturally mummified body of a man who lived in 

Scandinavia during the 4th century BC, during the Pre-Roman Iron Age. They 

analysed a number of sources before writing a historical report. They will soon move 

onto learning about Medieval Europe a unit of work in which they will be able to 

develop their essay writing skills.  

8H have made a great start in the Humanities, and many are showing themselves to 

be competent historians. They have started their journey through History by looking at 

the transition from the ancient to modern world. This has meant looking at the rise 

and fall of the Roman Empire. Students constructed some timelines together to build 

their understanding of chronology, and summarising texts in their books to build 

literacy skills. They are now refining the skills we have worked on individually as they 

complete their first assignment. Once they have completed their own timelines, 

students will continue building their historical skills while learning about Medieval 

Europe.   

In Miss Hilliard’s Year 7 class, students participated in a Map of the World activity to 

create a decorative piece for the classroom.  Students traced the image from the 

projector, coloured each of the countries and created a border and title to develop 

their own resource. This map will be used for future activities during History and 

Geography, as well as an origins task for Harmony Week (17 to 23 March).  Every 

student in the class participated in this activity, developing a sense of pride in an 

endeavour to make our classroom a welcoming and enriching environment. 

Russell Wotton, Humanities & LOTE Coordinator   

Meet our team….. 

8A & 8G – Ms. Kristy Bond 

8B & 8C – Mr. David Cooke 

8D – Mr. Matthew Schulz 

8E – Ms. Rebecca Impala 

8F – Ms. Lisa Stapleton 

8H– Mr. Russell Wotton 

Hambours are our nominated supplier and a representative is at the college three days a week during school term to assist 

with fittings and ordering.  Alternatively, you can purchase all items from Hambours Uniform Shop, Monday to Friday: 9am to 

4.30pm, 2 Wilson Street, Royal Park, Phone: 8447 2077 and online at www.hambours.com.au and click on the Gawler & 

District College logo.   

School Uniform Shop is open: Tuesday 8:15am—9:15am  Wednesday 8:15am-10:15am  Thursday 1:30pm-3.00pm 

http://www.hambours.com.au
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR ARTS DEPARTMENT  

A belated welcome back to school from the Arts Faculty! We 

have the pleasure to welcome two new teachers to our team; Ms. 

Jenna Cale (Visual Arts, Design and Media Arts) and Ms. Zoe Johannes 

(Music). We are already witnessing them share their knowledge and 

expertise with staff and building positive relationships with students 

through teaching and learning in their subjects. The Arts Faculty is 

focused on ensuring your child experiences success in all Arts subjects so 

please don’t hesitate to contact the Arts teachers if you have any 

queries about student learning and teaching matters or other activities.  

Year 12 Arts Class of 2018 

Congratulations to our talented Year 12 students who successfully attained their SACE in 2018 and excelled in the Arts. The 

Arts Faculty had the highest ever percentage of students attaining ‘A’ grades in the Arts as well as passing their individual 

Arts subjects, including Music subjects, Visual Arts subjects, Drama and Creative Arts. We have also been pleased with the 

number of students who have transitioned to further education including University, TAFE and employment pathways. 

Arts Events 2019 

Again in 2019, we will be very busy with exciting opportunities and events in and out of the classroom.  Please encourage 

your children to take up the amazing opportunities offered by our highly experienced and passionate teachers. The Arts 

calendar of events started off with the very popular ‘Howl the House Down’, which gives all students the opportunity to 

perform a musical item to an appreciative crowd during lunchtimes.  Congratulations to the winning students: equal 1 st 

place Esme M, Angelene E and Ruby H, 2nd place Grace M and 3rd place Macey B, who are now in the process of judging 

the ever-popular staff performances.   Up-and-coming Term 1 events include SACE Visual Arts excursions to the SACE Arts 

Forum and Art Show, Media Arts photography excursions to Adelaide Library and the Botanic Gardens and Adelaide 

Festival performance of ‘Carmen’. 

Instrumental Music 2019 

This year we have more students than ever selecting Music as a year-long program in years 9 to 12. All music students in 

years 9 to 12 are eligible for instrumental music tuition and will be offered the DECD supported initiative. Instrumental music 

lessons commenced in Week 2 and we ask that families/carers encourage their child to attend their timetabled lesson 

during normal class times. If you have any questions associated with this program 

please contact one of the music team. 

Angela Koehler, Arts Faculty Coordinator 

  

The Magic Flute 

The Magic Flute is a masterpiece, a unique production; entertaining audiences 

using cartoons, hand tinting and sequential images that moved 

kaleidoscopically in front of our eyes. Flying red lips grew insect legs and 

multiplied. Flowers and butterflies and mechanical monkeys filled the “screen”, 

with levers, pulleys, shutters, cogs and wheels moving at different speeds.  

Astonishing stage images tumbled out one after another enthralling our Year 11 

Drama students on a balmy Thursday night, after a long day at school, a train 

ride into the city, all immaculately dressed to represent Gawler & District College.   

Our students were entertained with this delightful program, a fairy tale of a 

damsel in distress and the handsome prince who arrives to rescue 

her. However beneath the surface the story explores the layers of 

human experience, the quest for enlightenment and the search for 

knowledge, justice, wisdom and truth.  Enjoying the chocolate 

cookies bought by Mrs. Karatassa, our students took a wonderful 

journey that combined animation and silent film, an introduction to 

composer by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and director Barrie Kosky.  

A wonderful evening had by all.  

Julie Peters, Drama Teacher 

https://www.facebook.comgawlerdistrictcollegeb12/ 

Meet our team….. 

Arts Coordinator — Ms. Angela Koehler  

Drama Teacher – Ms. Julie Peters 

Arts Teacher – Ms. Selina McKenzie 

Visual/Design/Media Arts – Ms. Jenna Cale 

Arts/Digital Media – Ms. Casey Tyler  

Music Teacher – Ms. Rebecca Walker 

Music Teacher – Mr. Joshua Mollart 

Music Teacher – Ms. Zoe Johannes 

https://www.facebook.com/gawlerdistrictcollegeb12/
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THANK 

YOU FOR 

READING 

 

Look out 

for our 

next 

edition! 

 

TERM 1 

WEEK 9 

29 March  

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CANTEEN 

Introducing Qkr! (pronounced 'quicker') by Mastercard, the secure and easy way to order 

and pay for items from your phone at a time and place that suits you.  With Qkr you can:  

Pay for Rory’s School Lunches *Cut off time 8:45am.  See your receipts on the app and get 

them sent by email if required. www.gdc.sa.edu.au/our-community/canteen/    

Step 1. Download Qkr!  

On your Android phone or iPhone.  iPad users must download iPhone app.  

Step 2. Register  

Select your Country of Residence as ‘Australia’ and follow the steps to register.  

Step 3. Find our school  

Our school will appear in ‘Nearby Locations’ if you’re within 10km’s of our school, or search 

for our school by name.  

Step 4. Register your child  

When first accessing our school you will be prompted to add a student profile for your 

child/children.  This allows you to make orders and payments for them.  

http://www.gdc.sa.edu.au/our-community/canteen/

